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he executed this most tedious task. Mr. Middlemist joined our 
‘ Society on March 14, 1834. 

After having served for some time as mathematical master 
in the Royal Naval School, Mr. Middlemist entered Christ’s 
College, Cambridge, in 1838, as an undergraduate. He became 
a scholar of his college, and graduated as B.A. in January 1842, 
being 27th Wrangler. For a time he acted as curate to the 
Rev. J. E. Gretton, of Stamford; but in 1845 he received the 
important appointment of senior assistant mathematical master 
in Harrow School, an office which he retained till his death. 
He was also vicar of Little Linford, Bucks. Though an occa- 
sional attendant at our meetings, Mr. Middlemist does not appear 
of late years to have interested himself much in astronomy, and 
he has never been a contributor to the Proceedings of this Society. 
While on a visit to his sister at Ramsgate, he was suddenly 
attacked with inflammation of the lungs, and died there eight 
days afterwards, on the 11th of January 1877, in the sixty-ninth 
year of his age: He has left a widow and seven children—six 
sons and one daughter. E. D. 


Rear-Admiral Henry CHartes Otter, U.B., was born in the 
year 1807. At the age of fifteen he entered the Navy as a 
cadet, and obtained his first commission as Lieutenant in 1831. 
From August 1833 to the end of 1835, he served as a super- 
numerary Lieutenant in the Ocean, 80, and Howe, 120, at Sheer- 
ness, At this time he gave many indications of his talents as a 
scientific officer, and much of his leisure time was occupied in 
perfecting himself in astronomical observing, especially with 
those instruments which are practically used for surveying pur- 
poses. His acquaintance with the principal nautical astronomers, 
added to his personal attachment to the observing branch of our 
science, induced him to become a Fellow of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society, to which he was elected on the 11th of Novem- 
ber 1842. In March 1844, Lieutenant Otter was appointed to 
the command of the Sparrow, surveying vessel on the coast of 
Scotland, and thus commenced that active career as a nautical 
surveyor under the Hydrographic Office, which he continued for 
a long number of years, commanding in succession the Avon, 
Porcupine, Shamrock, and other surveying vessels. 

Admiral Otter, when a midshipman, had the satisfaction of 
performing a most gallant act, as by his heroic exertions he was 
the means of saving the lives of a boat’s crew while in extreme 
danger, and so lately as 1845 he jumped overboard from the 
Sparrow for the purpose of affording assistance to some of his 
crew who had been capsized. Most of his time till his retire- 
ment was spent afloat in the performance of his surveying duties. 
His successive promotions were to Commander on August 26, 
1844; to Captain on September 8, 1854; and to Retired Rear- 
Admiral on April 1, 1870. He died at Clare Park, Hants, on 
the 26th of March 1876, aged sixty-eight. E. D. 


